CHAPTER XXXH
A PLEA FOR PARDON
MY Refutation of the History of the Government of Venice
by Amelot de la Houssaye was now complete. My readers
will remember that I wrote it during my imprisonment in
Spain, from memory, and on my return to France I revised
and corrected it, and determined to publish it in Switzer-
land, As soon as I made known to my friends my intention
of so doing, they came generously forward with subscrip-
tions to the expense. The Count de la Perouse gave me
two hundred and fifty francs for fifty copies* I knew that
at Lugano there was a good press and no censor, and that
the master of the printing-house was a man of letters. I
took lodging in the best inn in Lugano, and the day after
my arrival went to see Dr. Agnelli, who was at once a
printer, a priest, a theologian, and an honest man. I agreed
to pay him weekly for the work done, and he reserved him"
self the right of censorship, but hoped that so far as that
was concerned we should be in accord. I gave him the
preface and the introduction, which would take a week to
print, chose the paper which pleased me, and the form of
the book, which was to be large octavo.
I spent a whole month in my room, working assiduously,
only going out to Mass on Sundays, or to dine with M. de
R-------. At the end of this time the first volume was fin-
ished and bound; towards the end of October the whole
work, complete in three volumes, was finished, and in less
than a year I sold the entire edition. My object in writing
this book was not so much to make money as to obtain
favour in the eyes of the Venetian inquisitors, for afte*
having wandered all over Europe, the desire to revisit my
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